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March 14, 1741-2, before the Hon. Mr. Baron 
Reynolds. Price 6d, ; 


2. A Charge delivered to the Clergy of the 
Archdeaconry of Cleveland, at the Viſitation held 
in the Year 1752. Price 6 d. 


3. A Short Diſcourſe on the Nature, Obliga- 
tions, and Benefits of Family Religion; more 

articularly that Branch of it which relates to the 
Noe of Children and Servants in their Chri- 
ſtian Duty. Humbly addreſſed by a Miniſter to 
his Pariſhioners. Price 2 d. or 12 5s. for an 100 
to thoſe who buy them to give away. 


TO THE „ 
Right Reverend Father i in GOD. 


E D MUND, 


Lord Biſhop of CHESTER. 


MY LORD, 


RH HIS Di ſcourſe Sretends. 9 
Title to your Lordſhip's Ap- 
pr obatton, beſides an honeſt Endea- 
Y wour in the Preacher to inculcate 
a. fewnuſeful Truths in plain Terme, 
on an important Occaſion. Aud 
uiith this Appearance of Simcerity, 
it is no wonder that a very indif- 
ferent Performance in other Re- 
Jpefs, ſhould meet with a favour-. 
able Reception from your Lord- 
ſhip's uncommon Candor and Be- 
nevolence. With that Claſs of 
Readers, indeed, who profeſs 40 
judge and criticiſe, it is out of all 
Rule that a good Meaning ſhould 
atone He. an homely Carpal Aion. 
a But 


15 
But they may forget to make an 
Exception in favour of practical 
Inſtruction, in which enticing 


Words are juſt as improper, as the 


Want of them would be where the 
Aim is only to catch the Paſſions, to 


pleaſe the Ear, or to entertain the 
Imagination. It is enough for me 


that your Lordſhip's Judgment is 
on the Side of plain and artleſs 
Truth, which reminds me to for- 


ear laying myſelf under any Suſpi- 
cion with your Lordſhip of ſaying 


more than really mean, even whilſt 
T have freſh in my Mind ſome very 
ſingular Inſtances of your Lord: 


ſhip's Prudence, Integrity, and Mo- 


aeration in the Exerciſe of your 


high Office, as well as of your Lord- 
2 s part! cular Favour to 


M Y LOR D, 
| Your LOR DSH IP's 
Moſt obliged and obedient Servant, 


- FRANCIS BLACKBURNE. 


2 TI. iii. 16, 17. Ms 


All Scripture is given by Inſpiration of 
God, and is profitable for Doctrine, 
for Reproof, for Correction, for In 
ſtructiou in Righteouſneſs : That the 
Man of God may be perfect, throughly 
furniſhed unto all good Works. 


THERE are ſeveral Points con- 
cerning the Authority and Uſe 
of the Scriptures ſuggeſted in 
this Paſſage and the preceding 
Verſe, each of which well deſerves a di- 
ſtinct Conſideration; but as theſe Charac- 
ders of the Sacred Writings are here enu- 
merated with a more eſpecial View to the 
Means they afford the Man of God of 
furniſhing and perfecting himſelf to ali 
good Works, I ſhall for the preſent keep 
to that Circumſtance, and conſider the 
Scriptures chiefly with Reſpect to their 
Uſe in qualifying the Miniſter of the 
Goſpel for the peculiar Buſineſs of his 
Calling. e | 


SOME indeed allege that Miniſters 
have no more Right to the Application 
of this Paſſage than any other Sort of 
ſerious Chriſtians whatever. They ſay 
the Man of God is every Man a 

= A , 


{= 
Exception, who conforms himſelf to | 
the Will of God; and they ſay well, 


WhrarT the Minifter is to learn from 
the Scriptures is, how to teach, reprove, 
correct, and inſtruct in Righteouſneſs 
thoſe who have Occaſion for that Kind 

of Aſſiſtance from him. If any are wil- 
ling to inſtruct and correct themſelves, 
B the Scriptures are profitable for them 
13 | too. The Undertaking is laudable, and 
ought to be encouraged; and ſo far as 
7 particular Perſons ſuccede in it, the Mi- 
1 5 niſter's Work is done to his Hands, and 
139 he has more Time to beſtow on thoſe 
| b who are of meaner Capacities, or have 
I: not theſe ingenuous Diſpoſitions. And 
17 | even farther, if a good Chriſtian, being 
; converted himſelf, will aſſiſt in flrength- 
 ening his Brethren, in this too the Mi- 
niſter has Reaſon to rejoice, nor can there 
be Room for any reaſonable Objection 
to a good Work of this Kind, from any 
Hand. ; 8 ; | 


Burr ftill the Caſe in the Text is to 
be conſidered in reference to the preſent 
Circumſtances of the Chriſtian Church. 

There is à ſtated Miniſtry among us; 
and the Scriptures themſelves (partic u- 
|, larly this under Conſideration) put it 
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out of Doubt, that ſo it was from the 
Beginning. And he who ſhould affirm 
that ſuch Appointment is no longer ex- 
pedient, might well be ſuſpected to 
have little conſidered the preſent State' - 
and Occaſions, either of the Chriſtian or 

the Infidel World. And when to this 
we have added, the actual Expectations 
of Mankind from the Miniſterial Office, 
we ſhall, I think, have offered as much 
as is neceſſary to juſtify a ſpecial and 
particular Application of this and other 
Paſſages of the like Import to theſe So- 
lemnities in our own Church. 


| PROCEDE we then to examine in what 
Reſpects the Scriptures are profitable 
for the Man of God thus diſtinguiſhed. 


Tae Scriptures to which St. Paul 
more immediately refers, are the Scrip- 
| tures of the Old Teſtament, or of the 
Zewiſh Canon. What Uſe this Apoſtle 
and his Fellow Labourers in the Work 

of the Miniſtry made of theſe, we ſee 
in their Sermons and other Writings. 
Timothy had to do with the ſame Sort 
of People, and with the fame Opinions 
and Prejudices which the Apoſtles be- 
tore him had met with. And it is rea- 
onable to ſuppoſe that St. Paul recom- 

45 HY mends 


than that he ſhould apply theſe Scrip- 


Weight has {aid as much for the Chri- 


ſufficient for us, if (bating the —— 
_ of Antiquity which of itielf will giv 


as much to ſay for the * of the 


lege for thoſe of the Old: that i is, if, on 


EI 


mends and requires no more of Timothy 


tures in the ſame Manner, and to the 
wy Purpoſes that he himſelf had done. 


| Wuar theſe Purpoſes were ſhall be 
conſidered by and by : In the mean Time 
it may be demanded, What is all this to 
thoſe. Writings which are called the 
Scriptures of the New Teſtament, or to 
the Men, who, having neither the ſame 
People to deal with, nor the ſame Exi- 
gencies to provide for, are to inſtruc and 
reprove from theſe. St. Paul indeed 
ives an honourable Teſtimony to the 
ewiſh Scriptures; but who of equal 


ſtian ? And yet it ſhould ſeem that if 
both are not upon an equal Foot of Au- 
thority, the Propriety of applying the 

Apoſtle's Words to our own Occafions 
is once more at an End. 


IN Auſeer to this Difficulty, it 1s 


no real Value ro any Thing) we 5 
New Teſtament as St. Paul had to al- 


the fame Grounds, we may fairly chal- 
—_ ; 


'T © I 
lenge all the Characters and Properties 


to the one which he aſcribes to the 
other. 


We fay then that the extraordinary : 
Circumſtances, which in either Caſe give 
the Diviue Authority to the Scriptures, 
attended the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, 
as well as the Prophets and Hiſtorians of 
the Old Teſtament; and for the reſt, 
with reſpect to the Evidence by which 
we are to judge of their Authenticity in 
theſe Days, or what is called the Canon, 
it will appear upon Examination, that 
the Writings both of the Old and New 
Teſtament are much in the ſame Con- 
dition. In one Word, they were collect- 
= cd by the Care of pious Men, zealous 
for the Truth of God, and ſufficiently 
careful that it ſhould not be defaced or 
diſhonoured by the Mixture of Fable 
and i // 


Tae 1K Scruples on this Head are well 
known. And when we conſider the 
Titles and Contents of ſome Pieces yet 
remaining, which have in vain made their 
Claim to a Place in the Catalogue of in- 
ſpired Writings, we ſhall have no reaſon 
to believe that they who put together 


the Books of the New Teſtament acted 
with 
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„ - 
with lefs Prudence and Caution than 
they who collected the Law and the 


8 * 
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* « Tt bend 6 from what Euſebe writes, that 


« there was not then any Canon of Scripture, or 
Catalogue of the Books of the New Teſtament, eſta- 
< bliſhed by any Authority Which was univerſally ac- 
knowledged by Chriſtians. Our Hiſtorian does not 
* mention any ſuch Thing. And beſides, this is fo 
apparent, from the different Opinions here obſerved, 
e that I think it needleſs to inſiſt on a particular De- 


* monſtration of the Truth of this Remark. The 
Method which Euſebe himſelf, and others of his Time 
© made uſe of in judging concerning the ſacred Authority 


„of any Books was to enquire after and conſider the 


© Teſtimony of the Antients, thoſe holy and venerable 
_< Chriſtians, whether Biſhops or others of former Times 
cc who lived near the Age of the Apoſtles, This is a 


„Method of which we have ſeen many Inſtances in 


Authors before cited, and we obſerve it alſo in theſe 


e Paſſages of Eufebe.” Dr. Laraner's Credibility, &c. 
Part II. Vol. VIII. p. 105, 106. It is probable that 
theſe Enquirers obtained ſufficient Satisfaction that the 
Books they receiv'd reſpectively had the Sanction of Apo- 


ſtolic Authority, that is, that they were either written or 


ſeen or approved by the Apoſtles themſelves; or elſe 


© What reaſon can we give [as Dr. Benſon judiciouſſy 
e remarks] for receiving the Writings of St. Luke into 
e the Canon, and excluding Hermas, and eſpecially that 


golden Remain of Clemens his firſt Epiſtle to the Co- 
. rinthians, &c.“ See Dr. Benſon's Appendix to 1 Tim. 
p. 330. Second Edition. With reſpect to the Jewif 


Canon, Dr. Prideaux obſerves that Ezra collected to- 
„ gether all the Books of which the Holy Scriptures did 
then conſiſt, and diſpoſed them in proper Order, and 


« ſettled the Canon of Scripture for his Time. But— 


eit is moſt likely that=it was not till the Time of Sinn 


e the Juſt, that the Fereiſb Canon of the Holy Scriptures 


ec was fully completed.” Connection, Book V. p. 331. 33 3 
Sixth Edition. * cloſes the Catalogue of Canoni- 
Cas 


E 
Tuis may be ſufficient ſo far as our 
preſent Buſineſs is with the Authority 
of the Scriptures. We are now to con- 
ſider the Uſe of them in various In- 
ſtances. m9 | 
= _ ThE 


tal Books | Stzaitos Se memireupere ] at the Death 
of Artaxerxes Longimanus. There is no certainty that 
Malachi propheſied within this Period; and Dr. Prideaux 
himſelf thought His was one of the ſix Books which were 
added to the Canon by Simon the Juſt, whoſe High Prieſt- 
hood began above an hundred Years after the Death of 
 Artaxerxes. And yet St. Paul quotes the Book of Mala- 
chi as authentic Scripture, Rom. ix. 13.—Foſephus in- 
deed ſays, That from the Death of Artaxerxes to his 
* own Time Nobody had ventured to add any Thing 
© to the ſacred Books, to take any Thing from them, or 
„ to tranſpoſe any Thing in them.“ Contra Apion, 
p. 1333. Oxford Edition. But this muſt be underſtood 
with ſome Reſtriction, as plainly appears by Dr. Pri- 
deaux's Obſervations, p. 333. refer'd to above. Upon 
the whole, the Canon of the Old, as well as of the New 
Teſtament was gradually completed. The Reaſon why 
we ought to acquieſce in the Authority of the Scriptures, 
as we now have them, I ſhall give in theWords of a Judge 
above all Exception. To this muſt be added the ama- 
* zing Harmony, Analogy and Correſpondence between 
the Old and New Teſtament, not only in direct Prophe- 
* cies, but in the Types, Rites, Ceremonies and Events, 
„ contained in the former, and fulfilled in a ſublimer 
<« Senſe in the latter, which, upon the whole, could ne- 
< ver be the Effect of blind Chance. The Old and New 
« Teſtament confirm each other: the prophetic Parts of 
the former ſupport the Goſpel, and the Miracles and Pro- 
© phecies and Succeſs of Chriſt and his Apoſtles ſupport 
the Old Teftament.” Mr. Jortin's Remarks on Ecclefra- 
ical Hiftory, Vol. II. p. 38. Which Agreement or Har- 
mony, beſides authenticating the particular Books of the 
Old and New Teſtament, is alſo a Teſtimony of the 
Caution and Integrity of thoſe who put them together. 


F 


Tux firſt and principal Uſe which 
our Saviour and his Apoſtles made of 
the Scriptures, was to prove by them 
that Jeſus is the Chriſt. Till this Point 
was cleared, they could not to any Pur- 
poſe procede to other Articles of In- 
ſtruction among the loſt Sheep of the 
Houſe of Iſrael, where the Preaching 
ol the Goſpel was indiſpenſibly to begin. 


Tut Jews perfectly agreed thus far 
with the Woman of 8$amarza, that when 
Chriſt came, he Would tell them all 
Things. Satisfie them that 7eſus was the 
Chriſt, and they were prepared to hear 
and obſerve whatſoe ver he ſhould ſay 
unto them. 3 . 


Bor while the Veil upon their Minds 
hid the Miniſter of the new Covenant 
from them, it was to little Purpoſe that 
the Scriptures were read in their Syna- 
gogues every Sabbath-Day. The 1ame 
ſecular Views and ſelfiſh Expectations 
which prevailed with them to reject Je- 
| fas, had their Influence in every Article 
of moral Inſtruction alſo, and by the In- 
tervention of their carnal Traditions, 
made every Commandy:e1t of God equal- 
ly of no Effet?. | 


Tars 


1 51 


Tuts, however, was not univerſally 
the Caſe. With reſpect to ſome of them 
the Veil was done away in Chriſt; and 
for theſe, as well as for the Believers 
which were added to them from among 
the Gentzles, ſome farther Iuſtruction in 
the nenen became ann, 34 


Tur Scri ptures of the Old Teſtament 
had pointed out a Period, when the ex- 
cluſive Privileges and Peculiarities of the 
Law of Moſes were to ceaſe. For the 
Confutation of the whole Pagan Syftem 
no more was neceſſary than to prove that 
an Idol was nothing in the World. And 
the Conſequence of believing theſe Doc- 


trines on either Hand was, that the Su- 


pireme Being who had hitherto paſſed 
for the God of the Jews only, would 
nov become the God of the Gentiles 
alſo; with this general Condition, that 
In every Nation whoſoever feared him 
and wrought Righteouſ __— would be 
accepted with him. © | 


Hee all the antient Rites, and moſt 
of the popular Doctri nes both of Jews 
and Gentiles were diſmiſſed together; 
and had the mix'd Multitude of Con- 
verts been left at this Point to make the 
| beſt they could of this new Diſpenſa- 
* 0 


10 


tion without any farther Inſtruction, 


their Proficiency would probably have 


been very ſmall. 20 


Tu Scriptures of the Old Teſtament 
were indeed properly employed to con- 
vince People of any Religion of the Im- 
perfection of all ritual Atonements, by 


- hewing, from the Genius and Conſtitu- 
tion of the Moſaical Law, how ſhort 

they came of their principal End, the 
taking away of Sin. But the ſame Scrip- 
| tures diſcovered alſo that Sin was to be 


taken away, and by ſome kind of Atone- 


ment too. Nor was this a Tenet of the 


Jes only; it was a Perſuaſion (how- 


ever they came by it, or however they 


underſtood it) ſo deeply rooted in the 
Minds of all Sorts of Men, that few or 


none perhaps would have come into any 


Scheme of Religion, without lome Con- 


ditions of this Kind. 


Axp here the Prophets were ſcaſon- 


ably introduced to explain the typical 
_ Oblcurities of the Law, by pointing out 


the one great Sacrifice once offered, the 


Virtue and Efficacy of which extending 
to all the Families of the Earth, the 
Partition Wall fell down of Courſe, and 
the Reconciliation of Mankind to God 


and 
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ſation, by laying its Ground-wor 


[nn] 


and to each other, became ſecurely ce- 


mented by Faith in Chriſt, and the Wor- 


ſhip of one Supreme Being in Spirit and 


in Trath. *: 


How the Moral Precepts of the Law 
and the Prophets were adapted to, and 
incorporated with the Chriſtian — | 

in 
the great practical Doctrine of Repent- 
ance, is too plain to take up any of our 
Time, which now calls me to ſome Ob- 
ſervations of another Kind. 


WEN we conſider the complex Na- 
ture of the ſcriptural Arguments which 
were brought to prove and illuſtrate 
theſe ſeveral Points of Doctrine, and 
withal recolle& that the Apoſtles, by 
whom they muſt have been urged, were 
/jow of Heart to believe, or even to ap- 


: prehend all that the Prophets had ſpo- 
len, it can hardly be ſaid with Propriety 


that the Scriptures were yet profitable 
to them, at leaſt in the Meaning of St. 

Paul. =] EE. 
| B 2 ns 


For the Application of the Scriptures in this Argu- 


ment, the 8th, gth, and roth Chapters of the Epiſtle tg 
the Hebrews may be conſulted. - | | 


; 981 
Tux it is, the Veil upon their Minds 


as at length done away. But how? 
by opening their Underſtandings in a 
miraculous Manner. By the Influence 


of the Spirit of Truth ſent on purpoſe 
to guide them into all Truth ; and to 
give them ſuch an Inſight into. the 
Mind of the Spirit as might be ſufficient 
for their own Conviction; — ſuch an In- 


ſight as the utmoſt Endea vours of Men 


of their Capacities would not probably 
otherwiſe have procured at all. 


Bur a Knowledge of the Scriptures 
thus obtained, is not the Thing intended 


by St. Paul, who, without Doubt, con- 


fiders the Sacred Books in this Paſſage, 
as they are the Objects of Learning and 
Study in the common Ule of the Words, 


and as they require the like Practice and 
Application to underſtand them with 


Books of another Kind. 


WE are obliged then to ſay that the 
Caſe of this firſt Claſs of Chriſtian Teach- 
ers was ſpecial and peculiar to them- 
ſelves. They were to be Witneſſes of 


all that 7-ſus did and taught; and to 
make them faithful and competent Wit- 


neſſes of this, it was in no great Degree 
neceſſary that they ſhould be learned 


and 


[ 13] 


and expert in accommodating all the Pro- 
phecies to the Hiſtory they had to relate. 
It was their Buſineſs to lay the Facts 
fairly before the World, and to verify 
them where there was Occaſion, by the 
miraculous Powers conferr d upon them- 
ſelves for that very Purpoſe; and it was 
the Buſineſs of thoſe, to whom the Facts 
were thus reported and proved, to ſearch 
Ihe Scriptures, to compare theſe with 
the Evidence before them, and from 
thence to determine for themſel ves, whe- 
ther he, who did theſe Things, could 
be any other than the Prophet like unto 
Moſes. A 


But the Teachers who ſucceded them, 
who had not the original Evidence to 
appeal to, and were moreover to explain 
this new Diſpenſation to the Gentile 
World were differently qualified. Of 
theſe the Apoſtle Paul was at the 
Head; Him we find opening and al- 
leging from the Scriptures that Feſus 1s 
the Chriſt. And for this he had ſuitable 
Stores of Learning acquired in the com- 
mon Methods of Education. He had 
been brought up at the Feet of Gamaiie/ 
an eminent Doctor of the Law; and un- 
der him had profited iu the Fews Roli- 
gion above many of his Equals in his 
own Nation. = Br 


„ 

By Paul were Timothy and Titys 
choſen to carry on the Work which he 
had begun. Of Timothy it is ſaid that 
From a Child he had known the holy 
Scriptures; and ſome Circumſtances oc- 
cur in the Directions given to Titus, 
which are ſufficient to ſnew that his 
Proficiency in the ſame Studies muſt 
haye been no leſs in the Apoſtles Ac- 
count. © TEES 


WHEN it comes to the Turn of theſe 
to appoint their Succeſſors and Coadju- 
tors, they are directed to make their 
Choice, not, as ſome would have it, ac- 
cording to the Meaſure and Eminence 
of ſpiritual Gifts emphatically ſo called, 
but by the more permanent Tokens of 
Chriſtian Virtue and Holineſs, of Pro- 
bity and Prudence in the Men before 
them. | THEE. 


In particular they were to admit to 
the Miniſtry no neu Converts who had 
been but bghtly inſtructed, but rather 

ſuch as were apr, or qualified to teach, 
ſuch as were able, being taught the 
Faithful Word themſel ves, to * and 
ſtrengthen Believers, and to convince 
Gainſayers. N 5 


AND 


L131 

Av thus the Matter is brought home 

to ourſelves; and being left upon this 

Iſſue by the Apoſtle, leads directly to 

the Conſideration in what Reſpects the 

Scriptures of later Date are profitable to 
AJ. | | 


IN whatever other Articles the 4 
ſtles may ha ve left Room to debate what 
is the true original Plan of the viſible 
Church, they have ſufficiently explain- 


dd themſelves concerning the requiſite 


ualifications of its Miniſters; and it 
ſhould be ſome Satisfaction to every con- 
ſcientious Man of Goa, that in the Midſt 
of the many Controverſies which have 
been on foot touching the Dignity, Im- 
portance, Extent and Efficacy of the 
clerical Function, no one ever made any 
Doubt of the perſonal Characters of the 
Men who were to undertake it. With 
reſpect to which the firſt Thing to be 
obſerved is the Account that every Man 
may have, by conſulting the Scriptures, 
of his own particular Fitneſs * the 
Work. | 


Ou own Church has thought proper 
to put the Minifter's Trial of himſelf 


upon the Foot of an inward Call. I 


need not ſay how greatly it behoves 
every 
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every one concert d, to conſider well 
what Anſwer he gives to ſuch a Que- | 
ſtion as is here put to him. It is not 
unlikely, that in this, as well as in other 
Cates, there may be ſome reaſonable 
Doubt concerning the Reality of the 
Thing itſelf, notwithſtanding a firm 
Perſuaſion of it in the Man's own Mind; 
a Perſuaſion which may perhaps ſome- 
times have no other Grounds than a bare 
Inclination to appear in this particular 
Province from any Sort of Motiv ve. 


Bor let not this impoſe upon any | 
one. The Scriptures are clear and cir- 
cumftantial in deſcribing the Purpoſe 
and Manner of Life, the Vigilance and 
Aſſiduity, the Patience, Purity and 
Self- denial requifite for a re of this 
Nature. T 


Wnern st. Peter exhorts the Elders : 
to take the Overſight of the block of 
God, not by Confirdine but willingly : 
He clearly diſtinguiſhes the Hallig. 
neſs of a ready Mind, from a Willing- 
 weſs induced by ſecular Conſiderations 
only. Theſe upon all Occaſions the 
Apoſtles diſavowed, and, agreeably to 
their Profeſſions, conſtantly poſtponed 
every Article of worldly Profit and 

Plea- 
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pleaſure to the leaſt Circumſtance of 
their miniſterial Duty. 


Urod what Principles they formed 
this Spirit and theſe Reſolutions is evi- 
dent from their Writings; Principles 
which are indeed no other than what we 
profeſs and adopt at this very Hour. 

If any Man find that the ſame Principles 


| havenot produced the ſame Diſpoſitions 


in himſelf, the Call is not there, or is 

not there in ſach ſort, that he can with 

any Aﬀurance depend upon being ſup- 
ported by it in the ſeveral Exigencies, 
that his Miniſterial Calling may occa- 
ſionally create; which is the leaſt we 
can ſuppoſe the Church to mean in re- 
din ſome Satisfaction on this Head. 


| Tran the ordinary Duties, or the re- 
quiſite Qualifications of the Chriſtian 
Miniſter, were more and higher in the 
Primitive than in the modern Church, 
is an idle and inconſiderate Fancy. Bo- 
| dily Indulgence, for Example, will 

make any Man a Reprobate as ſoon at 
leaſt, as St. Paul. And if this choſen 
Veiel with all his Gifts and Graces found 
many Conflicts with his Appetites neceſ- 
ſary in order to attain the End of his 


Office; let it be conſidered, upon what 
2 _ Kind 
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Kind of inward Call, he fag Lot is 


fallen in theſe Times, can coftginly: de- 
8 without them. | 


Tar Man of God therefore is fitly 


directed by the Word of God to convert 
and to make himſelf wiſe to his own 
Salvation in the firſt Place; after which 

he will be properly qualified to ſtrength- 


en and confirm his Herkknen. 


Ix this Province it is that the Scrip- 


tures are ſaid to be profitable for Doc- 


trine, for Reproof, for Correction, and 


for Inſtructiom i in Righteouſneſs ; and we 


know with what extraordinary Succels 


they were applied by the Apoſtles and 


others to theſe ſeveral Purpoſes, 


\ 


Tug Scriptures 1 80 of the Old 
Teſtament being written for the Uſe of 


the 7ews (a People diſtinguiſned and 
ſeparated from other Nations by a par- 


ticular Syſtem of Religion) could not be 


immediately and directly applied in every 


Inſtance to the religious Inſtruction of 


the Chriſtian Church, which was now to 


be in very different Circumftances.:: On 
another Side the divine Authority of 
theſe Scriptures being acknowledged on 
all Hands, it is no wonder that ſome 


poſi- 
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oſitive een in them, ſhould be 
eſteemed by the 7ewiſh Converts to be 
of higher Obligation, than the Gentiles 
would think was conſiſtent with their 
| Chrimen Liberty. 


Pay JUDICEsS of this Kind could not 
but create ſome Difficulties to the firſt 
Preachers of the Goſpel. Offences and 
Diviſions were to be avoided as much as 
poſt] ible; and ſcrupulous Minds indulged 
in ſome Obſervances. with which others 
might reaſonably think they had nothing 
to do, but on Conſiderations of Chriſtian 
Charity. 


Bor theſe Occaſions of Offence, the 
State of the Chriſtian World hath long | 
ſince ſuperſeded ; and the Goſpel Re- 
cord as it now ſtands, being accommo- 
dated to the religious Exigencies of Man- 
kind in all poſſible Circumſtances, it is 
not to be ſuppoſed that either the Fa- 
ſhion of Times, or the changeable Man- 
ners of Men ſhould make any great Va- 
ricty in the plain and practical Duty of 
a Chriſtian. 


Tues is however a Sort of Caſui- 
ſtry to be met with among us which 
imports, that the Obi . of the Goſ- 
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pel may be ſoftened and let down to 
the Taſte and Sentiments of thoſe who 


bave not the Leiſure, or will not take 
the Trouble to go up to them. 5 


Ox another Occaſion this Prejudice 
might deſerve to be farther conſidered ; 
the Uſe I make of it for the preſent i is 

only to remark the great, Neceſlity 


there is (in Conſideration of this and the 


like popular Miſtakes in tlie Matters of 
practical Duty more eſpecially) that the 
Teachers of Religion ſhould throughly 
ſtudy and well underſtand the Scriptures 
before they undertake to explain and ap- 
_ ply them. 


Sous Part "7 this will conſiſt in a 
competent Acquaintance with the Phraſe 


and Language, and ſo much of the Man- 
ners and Cuſtoms of the Times in which 


the ſacred Writings were compoſed, and 
to which they relate, as may render the 
Narratives and Alluſions in them clear 

and intelligible. 


Bor this is the ſmalleſt Part; the 
more valuable Branch of Scripture- 
Learning is, a thorough Inſight into the 


Aim and Deſign of the whole Chriſtian 
. Diſpenſation 10 F ullneſs and Extent, 
| | ms. 
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it's Spirit and Power for the great Ends 
of Reformation; and more eſpecially it's 
Tendency to counteract the Wiſdom of 
this World in almoſt every received 
Maxim of human Policy, in which per- 
haps is chiefly contained the Secret of its 
preſent Obſtruction. 


You will ſay here is a great deal of 
Work laid out for a Seaſon of Life, 
when Men are neither ſufficiently ſerious, 
nor ſufficiently experienced to take in 
theſe Conſiderations with that Compaſs 
and Diſcernment which riper Years may 
afford. | T | 


Tux ſhort Anſwer to ſuch a Com- 
plaint ſhould be “ Aſpire not to Sta- 

tions and Characters for which you are 

| © not qualified.” 


It is required of Stewards, ſays St. 
Paul, that a Man be found faithful ; 
but this will be required in vain of any 

| Man, who knows not the Value of what 
he is to diſpenſe. If he is miſtaken in 
this, he will be miſtaken too in the Ob- 
jects, the Proportions, and the Seaſons 
of Diſtribution; and theſe are rarely in- 
vocent Miſtakes. No Man who takes 
an impartial Account of his on * | 
an 
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quid Skill but may know within a Trifle 


for what Province he is not qualified. 


Bur indeed if we: confer, how 
long and with what Ad vantages the 
Scriptures have been in our Hands, this 
Degree of Knowledge is by no Means 


above our reaſonable Ex pectations from 
the Youth of a Chriſtian Country, even 


without an eſpecial View @ the n 
I 


of the Miniftry. 


IT 18 che Attainment rather of the 


Jingle Eye and the humble Heart, than 
of abſtruſe Learning and philoſophical 


Diſquiſition. To him, who has obſer- 


— and reflected on the unequal Ways 


of Men, and added to this a diligent, fre- 
quent, and attentive Search into the ge- 
neral Tenor of Chriſtianity, the princi- 


pal End and Deſign of it will not 2 


be a Myſtery. 


Ta r RE is indeed nothing ſo dangerous 


and inſnaring to the Miniſter of the Goſ- 


pel, as partial, ſlight and ſuperficial No- 
tions of the practical Uſes of it. Tho 
all Men withdraw from the Light there- 
of yet ſhould not we : Let the Children 
of this Generation wreſt and accommo- 


date it to their ſeveral Purpoſes as they 
pleaſe, 


— 
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pleaſe, in our Mouths it ſhould fill be 
the Word of Truth delivered without 
= Partiality and without Hypocriſy. 


Ir comes down recommended to us 
by its Triumphs over the various Wiſ- 
dom of this World; the Wiſdom of 
Science, the Wiſdom of Ambition, the 
Wiſdom of Avarice, and the Wiſdom of 
Senſuality. +All theſe it has put to 


Shame and Silence in their Turn, forma= 


lized as they have been with the Au- 
thority of honourable Precedents, ancient 

Traditions and eſtabliſhed Cuſtoms ; and 
countenanced moreover by numerous, 
able, and intereſted Combinations of 


| Men. 


SHOULD any Man think that Evan- 
gelical Truths have not ſo much of this 
Kind of Famity and Oppoſition to en- 
gage with zow, let him bring his own 
Times and the Men that live in them to 
the true Teſt, and that will inform him 
better. 


IT is not becauſe the Truth, the 
Purity, or the Obligations of the Chri- 
ſtian Precept are leſs, or the Manners of 
the preſent Generation better, that we 
find them neither ſo often nor ſo ſtrong- 
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ly contraſted one with the other as here- 
toſore; It is rather a Want of diſcern. 
ing the Spirit and Efficacy of the Word 
of God, or, what is more inexcuſable, 
a Want of Courage and Sincerity to 1 4 
ply and enforce it. VET 


- PROBABLY theſe Cirenibſioaces of our 
Miniſterial Calling, and our Preparation 
for it may not come often into View; 
and they are indeed the leſs likely to 
occur in due Seaſon, as the firſt Atten- 
tion of youn Perſons deſigned for any 
liberal Profeſſion, is commonly directed 
to Sciences of another Sort. 


IT ſhould ſeem however that the 
Views and Deſignations of Candidates 
for the Miniftry point out a different 
| Model of Education for them. They 
can hardly be too ſoon encouraged and 
affiſted to make an Acquaintance with 
the ſubject Matter of the Seriptures, and 
to purſue the Diſpenſations of true Re- 
ligion therein ſet forth, with a View to 
its Deſign, Reception and Influence thro 
different Ages, from its Origin to the 
preſent Times. They are more eſpe- 
cially to hold out the Light of the Goſ- 
pel to Men of all other Profeſſions who 
may with more Propriety apply to ſome 
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particular Studies which are not ſo im- 
mediately adapted to the Service of Re- 
ligion. Have none of us reaſon to re- 


gret that we can recollect little of ſome 


Sorts of this introductory Learning but 
the Interruption it gave to better Em- 
ployment? May not ſome of us juſtly 
complain, that it has unſeaſonably left 
us to lay the true Foundation at a Time 
of Life when the Edifice ſhould be ris 


ſing faſt to its Perfection ? 


Bx this a friendly Admonition to you, 


my Brethren, who have your Labours 


to begin, and may perhaps find ſome 
little Account in applying theſe Reflecs 
tions to yourlelyes. 


Tur the preſent Demands of the 
Church may oblige, or their own Gentle- 
neſs and Humanity incline your Supe- 


{ riors to accept of your Pretenſions on 
lower Terms than this Degree of Profi- 


ciency, is no reaſon why you ſhould _ 


Macken your Endeavours to attain it. 


Ar your Time of Life, you little ap- 
prehend the Difficulties and Variety of 
the Work that lies before you, if you 
deſire to quit yourſelves like Men who 


need not be aſhamed; and ſurely the In- 
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teryals of your Leifure from this Work 
cannot better be diſpoſed of, than in 
providing Stores and Materials for the 
faithful and effectual Performance of it. 


Fo this the Scriptures are an inex- 
hauſtible Fund, and will fill continue to 
afford new Lights and new Aſſiſtances 
even to the lateſt Hour of the longeſt 
Life, joined to the moſt intenſe Appli- 
cation. LL. | * 


Tnixx not then that the Ceremony 
now in hand is meant to be the Conſum- 
mation of your Accompliſhments for the 
Miniſtry ; it is too high a Compliment 
to pay to any Man that ever was in it 


to ſay, there was a Period of his Lite 


when he had nothing to learn. 


WnarEvER Preſumptions or Proofs 
there may be otherwiſe in your Favour, 
it is highly reaſonable, where your Ex- 


perience is ſo ſmall, that the Trials of 


your Strength ſhould be diſcretely and 
gradually made, and there is one Me- 


thod in which this may be done with 


Ad vantage. 
Broix with preaching the Goſpel to 
the Poor. The religious Neceſſities of 
. n the 
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| the Poor are of all others the moſt preſ- | 


ſing, only becauſe they are ſeldomeſt 
conſidered or cared for; we are, I am 
afraid, eſpecially in our firſt Attempts, 
too apt to look for Approbation above 


this Claſs of our People, and to lay out 
our Endeayours accordingly. 5 


Bur certainly with little Judgment, 
ſince thoſe of a more refined Taſte whom 


we aim to gain, and to gain only by 


pleaſing them, have commonly ſome 
Means of editying themſel ves, if they 


would but apply them, of which the 


Poor are wholly deſtitute. 


Tas common People, if in Mee kneſs 


| and brotherly Kindneſs you condeſcend 


to their Level, will hear you gladly; 


and hear you not only in your public, 
but in a private Capacity, and afford 


you Opportunities of opening and ex- 


plaining to them ſuch Scriptures as they 


are, but you ſhould not at any rate be 
unacquainted with. 


f Non will theſe humbler Pains be taken 
without Returns of Profit and Ad van- 


tage to yourſel ves. By theſe Means 


you will learn, what are the ſpiritual 


Neceſſities of your Flock, at what Point 
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by what Steps they procede to the Ex, 
tremes of Error and Wickednels, and 


how their ſeyeral Principles operate in 


this fatal Progreſs. 


Ix the Scriptures you will find, if you 
will look for them, clear Precedents and 


proper Remedies for every Caſe; and 


the Pains you take in adapting theſe to 


the Neceſſities and Occaſions of the 


| Young and the Poor, will naturally o- 
pen to you a more extenſive Proſpect of 
the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, and enable as 


well as encourage you by Degrees to 


exhort and rebuke with more Authority, 


and with leſs Hazard of being deſpiſed. 


"ies now, t will be 


thought more than Time for me to re- 


collect in whoſe Preſence J am offering 
theſe Advices, and from whom in this 


Audience ſuch Advices as theſe can only 
come with proper Authority; nor am 
inſenſible how plauſible a Prejudice lies 


againſt the moſt uſeful Inſtruction, when 
offered by a private Hand and under any 
Appearance of Preſumption. _ 


B the Weight and Influence, then, 
of Authority reſer ved for other Occa- 
wr - ſions, 


rticular Perſons begin to go wrong, 
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ſions, and reſerved entire in the Hands 
where we ſee it lodg'd with ſo much Sa- 
tisfaction; whilſt with all becoming De- 
ference theſe Remarks are tender d to 
your Conſideration, as the brotherly 
Warnings of a Fellow-labourer with 
you; the Fruits of a mortifying Expe- 
rience how much may be loſt, neglected 
and miſtaken in the Courſe of our Mi- 
niſtry, by entering on ſo important a 
Charge with too ſlight a Preparation. 


AFTER all, and to cloſe the Subject, 
there is a volatile Warmth in the Heads 
and Hearts of young People, which no- 
thing perhaps but Time will wholly 
correct: but neither will Time correct 
it without the Addition of an early and 
an effectual Diſcipline. 0 


Ix the primitive Age we find it was 
a peculiar Direction to young Men a- 
mong the Chriſtians, that they ſhould 
be ſober-miuded: and to this it is pro- 
bable they were inured by Exerciſes of 
Piety and frequent Recalls to Circum- 
ſpection under different Forms of Re- 
ſtraint. 35 ĩ »⁰!çk | 
TukRE is indeed no laying down any 
| particular Rules or Expedients for Men 
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them all; but without Doubt ſomething 


of this Kind might be ſeaſonably and 


uſefully preſcribed by every young Cler- 
gyman to himſelt; and is the rather to 
be recommended as we may obſerve cer- 
tain Conceits of the Honour and Dignity 
of the miniſterial Calling oftentimes to 


work ſomething juſt contrary to Sobrie- 


ty of Mind. 


WuN the Chriſtian Church was form- 


ing at Philippi, among other Injunctions 
ſent them by St. Paul was this Precept, 
Let nothing be done through Strife or 
Vain-glory. It is not unlikely that the 
Addition of a new and diſtinguiſhing 
Character may tempt a warm tead to 
ſtrike out ſomething that will render it 


_ conſpicuous and reſpectable. Moſt Men 


have ſome particular Plan, ſome Way 
and Manner of doing their Buſineſs 
which may be called their own. 


Burr in our Profeſſion, all Peculiari- 


ties ſhould be carefully examined, and 
_ cautiouſly practiſed. It is not often that 


they are of great Importance in them-_ 


ſelves; and when dictated and inſiſted 
on as ind iſpenſible Models for the People 


to follow, are never of any other Con- 
3 8 ſequence 


of different Diſpoſitions which will ſuit 
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ſhould have the ſame Conception of his 


upon it but Trifles and Fancies in whi 
common Senſe can diſcover no real Uſe, 
| nor any good Meaning. 


„„ 
ſequence but to imbroil us with them, 
and to derive upon ourſelves the Impu- 
tation of Conceit and Obſtinacy,' 


 Wrotyes expects that every one 


Penetration and Importance, that he 
has himſelf, will be grievouſly diſap- 
pointed, unleſs his own Eſtimation of 
himſelf is at ſo low a Mark, that he 
can without Pain and Regret, ler bis 
Moderation be known unto all Men, 


Ir is of great Moment to our Succeſs 


in the Miniſtry, that our People ſhould 
think us fit to be truſted; but this Con- 
fidence will never be obtained where 


they find us diſpoſed to build nothi 


IT is of more Moment ſtill that we 


| thould give our laſt and lateſt Account 


with Joy and not with Grief, To this 
end, let us, my Brethren, be more 
eſpecially ſincere and diligent in thoſe 
Articles of our Miniſtry where the great 


Streſs of this Account is laid. Let us 


be plain and intelligible, and clearly 
ſupported by the Word of God, in our 
. Doc- 
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be, in Earthen Veſſels, periſhable in 
their own Nature, infirm and liable to 
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Doctrines; candid and gentle, but im 
Partial and. honeſt, in our Reproofs; 
dcompaſſionate and long-ſuffering in Mat- 
ters of Correction; and fervent and af. 


fecting in our Inſtructions; tempering 
every Circumſtance of our Miniſtra- 


tions with a ſerious Humiliation of our 


own Hearts; remembring always that 
we have our Treaſures, whatever they 


many Breaches; and not to be ſup- 
ported but by continual Application to 


that Gracious Being without whom no- 
thing is ſtrong, nothing is holy; and 
whoſe Aid ſhould be the more fre- 
quently and earneſtly ſolicited by us, 
as our Demands for it in this particular 

Province, are of all others the moſt 
preſſing and indiſpenſible. 
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